10 Transition TA Resources Parent Centers Need to Know
Reference Points

Free e-mail listserv from PACER Center’s TATRA (Technical Assistance on Transition and the Rehab Act) project.  Offers current happenings in the world of transition, employment, and access to postsecondary education, as well as links to useful web resources.  Go to http://www.pacer.org/tatra/list/index.asp to register to receive this great resource.

National Center on Secondary Education and Transition

Operated by the University of Minnesota’s Institute on Community Integration, this website offers Parent Briefs on relevant transition topics, as well as other publications and current research.  www.ncset.org
National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities (NICHCY)

Provides information to the nation on:
· disabilities in children and youth; 

· programs and services for infants, children, and youth with disabilities; 

· IDEA, the nation's special education law; 

· No Child Left Behind, the nation's general education law; and 

· Research-based information on effective practices for children with disabilities.

www.nichcy.org
HRTW National Resource Center

Healthy and Ready to Work focuses their efforts on youth with special health care needs.  Their site focuses on understanding systems, access to quality health care, and increasing the involvement of youth. It also includes provider preparation plus tools and resources needed to make more informed choices! http://www.hrtw.org/
Cultural Competency Resources

Institute for Community Inclusion at UMASS Boston 

Go to their “Disability and Diversity” page for excellent resources.  www.communityinclusion.org
Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Individuals
with Disabilities 

Examines issues pertaining to culturally and linguistically diverse youth with disabilities and their ability to access postsecondary education.  Features links to similar projects around the country that focus on specific populations.  http://www.cld.hawaii.edu/
National Center on Cultural Competence

The mission of the National Center for Cultural Competence (NCCC) is to increase the capacity of health and mental health programs to design, implement, and evaluate culturally and linguistically competent service delivery systems.

http://www11.georgetown.edu/research/gucchd/nccc/
Solving the Employment Puzzle

Free parent training curriculum created by PACER Center.  “Solving” is customizable so you can train your state’s parents using your state’s eligibility and contact information.  The training provides specific information about various employment systems while also focusing on the need for parent involvement and youth self-determination.  

http://www.pacer.org/publications/transiition.asp
National Collaborative on Workforce and Disability for Youth (NCWD/Youth)

NCWD/Youth works to ensure that transition age youth are provided full access to high quality services in integrated settings to gain education, employment and independent living.  The web site features cutting edge publications on such topics as disability disclosure, workforce assessments, and youth mental health.  www.ncwd-youth.info
Job Accommodation Network

JAN’s work helps employers, people with disabilities, rehabilitation professionals, and people affected by disability by providing information on job accommodations for a variety of disabilities as well as information on the Americans with Disabilities Act.  www.jan.wvu.edu
Access to Postsecondary Education

Think College

Youth with intellectual disabilities have not had many chances to go to college. This is changing as individuals across the country begin to create opportunities for these youth to reap the benefits of postsecondary education. This website will provide information and links to anyone interested in finding out more about the possibilities.  http://www.thinkcollege.net/
HEATH Resource Center

The HEATH Resource Center provides online, web based resources on postsecondary education for individuals with disabilities. The HEATH Resource Center has information for students with disabilities on educational disability support services, policies, procedures, adaptations, accessing college or university campuses, career-technical schools, and other postsecondary training entities. We have information on financial assistance, scholarships, and materials that help students with disabilities transition into college, university, career-technical schools, or other postsecondary programs. 

http://www.heath.gwu.edu/
Federal Student Aid Information

Your source for free information from the U.S. Department of Education on preparing for and funding education beyond high school.  http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/index.jsp
OSEP Technical Assistance Centers

National Post-School Outcomes Center

Mission is to help state education agencies establish practical and rigorous data collection systems that will measure and profile the post-school experiences of youth with disabilities. The results will be used for national, state, and local reporting and-most importantly-to guide and improve transition services to this population.  http://www.psocenter.org/
National Secondary Transition Technical Assistance Center

Goal is to collect data on SPP Indicator 13 and use information to improve transition outcomes.  Other objectives include generating knowledge, building capacity of states, and disseminating information.  http://www.nsttac.org/
· Indicator 13: Percent of youth aged 16 and above with an IEP that includes coordinated, measurable, annual IEP goals and transition services that will reasonably enable the child to meet the post-secondary goals. [20 U.S.C. 1416(a)(3)(B)] 

National Dropout Prevention Centers

NDPC/N and NDPC-SD provide knowledge and promote networking for researchers, practitioners, policymakers, and families to increase opportunities for youth in at-risk situations to receive the quality education and services necessary to successfully graduate from high school.  http://www.dropoutprevention.org/
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